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REPORT: OBSTRUCTION 
QUESTION UNRESOLVED 


MUELLER DETAILS TRUMP’S EFFORTS TO CONTROL INVESTIGATION 


RUSSIA'S GOAL: 

Moscow sought to 
elect Trump, using 
leaks, propaganda 


BY SHANE HARRIS 
& ELLEN NAKASHIMA 


Special counsel Robert 
Mueller’s investigation laid 
out in precise, chronological 
detail how “the Russian gov- 
ernment interfered in the 
2016 presidential election in 
sweeping and systematic 
fashion.” 

The Russians goal, 
Mueller emphasized at sev- 
eral points, was to assist 
Donald Trump’s run for the 
White House and to damage 
Hillary Clinton’s candidacy. 
And the Republican candi- 
date took notice, looking for 
ways to turn leaks of stolen 
emails to his advantage, and 
even telling campaign asso- 
ciates to find people who 
might get their hands on 
Clinton’s personal emails. 

“The Trump Campaign 
showed interest in Wiki- 
Leaks’s releases of hacked 
materials throughout the 
summer and fall of 2016,” 
Mueller’s investigators 
wrote. The anti-secrecy web- 
site became the major outlet 
for Russia’s pilfered materi- 
al, and Trump campaign 
staffers were engaged in dis- 
cussions about pending 
leaks and how to capitalize 
on them, Mueller found. 

Investigators did not es- 
tablish a conspiracy be- 
tween the Trump campaign 
and the Russians. But both 
sides used similar tactics. 
Through social media and 
selective leaking, the Rus- 
sians stoked deep societal 
divisions and aroused 
Americans’ suspicions of 
politicians and the integrity 
of the electoral process, 
Mueller found. 

Trump, too, tried to di- 
vide voters, exacerbating 
political fault lines and in- 
sisting that something was 
rotten inthe way the country 
elects its president, calling 
the process a “rigged” sys- 
tem. 

Mueller’s findings build 
on a set of indictments he is- 
sued last year against Rus- 
sians who allegedly partici- 
pated in the active-mea- 


sures campaign. 
The level ofdetailin those 
charges was achieved 


through highly sensitive in- 
telligence sources, current 
and former officials have 
said. The final report is no 
different, and contains sev- 
eral blacked-out passages 
marked “investigative tech- 
nique,” indicating that U.S. 
officials are not prepared to 
tell the world — or the Rus- 

SEE RUSSIA • A4 


MENT OF JUSTIC 


WASHI? ~~» eet 


PATRICK SEMANSKY AP 


Attorney General William Barr speaks alongside Deputy Attorney General Rod Rosenstein (right) and 
Deputy Attorney General Ed O’Callaghan before Thursday’s release of the redacted Mueller report. 


ON RUSSIAN INTERACTION WITH TRUMP CAMPAIGN 


The special counsel establishes that Russia sought to assist the Trump campaign, which expected to benefit from the 
interference. The report identifies links between the Russian government and the Trump campaign, but no conspiracy. 


sabi Csa aa bel boon. 
establish that members of the Trump Ca 
Dien in its election interference activities, 


veved through Russian efforts, the investigation did not 
mpaign conspired or eoardinated with the Russian 


ON TRUMP’S ACTIONS TOWARD THE INVESTIGATION 


The Mueller report details the president’s efforts to shut down the probe, but it cites legal constraints in opting not to 
charge him with obstruction of justice. The report did not conclude he committed a crime and did not exonerate him. 


Fourth, if we bad confidence after a thorough investigation of the facts that the President 
clearly did not commit obstruction of justice, we would so state, Based on the facts and the 
applicable legal standards, however, we are unuble to reach that judgment, The evidence we 

~enenesthe, President's actions and intent present=-!*"" 


FEW SWAYED: San Diego politicians view long-awaited 
report and Barr’s handling of it through partisan lenses 


BY JOHN WILKENS 
& CHARLES T. CLARK 


Road map, or dead end? 


Thursday’s release of the partially 
redacted Mueller report left San Di- 
ego politicians, scholars and legal ex- 
perts pondering what happens next 
after a 22-month investigation that 
neither charged nor exonerated Presi- 
dent Donald Trump for his actions re- 
garding illegal Russian interference in 
the 2016 presidential election. 

Democrats said the detailed ac- 
counting of Trump’s multiple at- 
tempts to influence the inquiry point 


the way to further probes. “There are 
just so many questions, and Congress 
has a role to play,” said Rep. Susan 
Davis, D-San Diego. 

Republicans said it’s time to 
change the subject. “At this point, the 
average voter has moved on, and 
Democrats keep beating this drum at 
their own peril because we have real 
issues at this time we should be dis- 
cussing,” said Tony Krvaric, chairman 
of the Republican Party of San Diego 
County. 

The partisan response wasn’t sur- 
prising, according to Gary Jacobson, 
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MORE COVERAGE 


BD A4- A few of the most dramatic 
parts from the redacted version of 
Robert Mueller’s report. 


BD AS > Public has Mueller-report 
fatigue and wants to move on, 
columnist Michael Smolens writes. 


BD A5 - Democratic leaders in 
Congress stop short of calling for 
impeachment hearings. 


BD AG - Redactions to the report 
have quickly become sticking point. 


BD A6 - Poll: Californians’ views 
largely unchanged after release. 


THE FINDINGS: 
Special counsel lays 
out 10 ‘episodes’ of 
potential interference 


BY DEVLIN BARRETT 
& MATT ZAPOTOSKY 


WASHINGTON 

Special counsel Robert 
Mueller’s report lays out in 
detail evidence against 
President Donald Trump, 
finding 10 “episodes” of po- 
tential obstruction ofjustice 
but concluding it was not 
Mueller’s role to determine 
whether the commander in 
chief broke the law. 

Submitted to Congress 
on Thursday, the 448-page 
document marks the onset 
of anew phase of the Trump 
administration in which 
congressional Democrats 
must decide what, if any- 
thing, to do with Mueller’s 
evidence. The report sug- 
gests — though never ex- 
plicitly states — that Con- 
gress, not the Justice De- 
partment, should assume 
the role of prosecutor when 
the person who may be 
prosecuted is the president. 

“The conclusion that 
Congress may apply the ob- 
struction laws to the Presi- 
dent’s corrupt exercise of 
the powers of office accords 
with our constitutional sys- 
tem of checks and balances 
and the principle that no 
person is above the law,” 
Mueller’s team wrote. 

Trump once feared 
Mueller could destroy his 
presidency, but the special 
counsel may instead define 
it. By releasing a thick cata- 
log of activity that, if not 
criminal, could be viewed as 
deeply unflattering, 
Mueller’s report may pose 
political problems for a 
president seeking re-elec- 
tion next year. 

Still, Trump’s electoral 
base has not been swayed 
by such stories in the past, 
and he has already claimed 
victory on the investiga- 
tion’s bottom line: no con- 
spiracy with Russia, no ob- 
struction of justice. 

Since Mueller ended his 
investigation last month, a 
central question facing the 
Justice Department has 
been why Mueller’s team did 
not reach a conclusion about 
whether the president ob- 
structed justice. The issue 
was complicated, the report 
said, by two key factors — the 
fact that, under department 
practice, a sitting president 
cannot be charged with a 
crime, and that a president 
has a great deal of constitu- 
tional authority to give or- 
ders to other government 
employees. 
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RESEARCHERS’ FINDING SHAKES UP QUAKE SCIENCE 


Spotting profusion 
of tiny temblors 
brings new approach 
BY GARY ROBBINS 


Seismology is a jolting 
subject, and so is the way Pe- 
ter Shearer explains the 
field’s advances. 

The UC San Diego re- 
searcher pulled out a page of 
paper that showed thin lines 
and a smattering of dots at 
the top. Farther down, the 
lines were nearly gone, 
smothered by dots that had 
turned into splotches. 

The message: Scientists 
used to think the San Ja- 


cinto fault was hit by a few 
small earthquakes. Dots, if 
you will. The blizzard of ink 
shows the opposite is true. 
And the same goes for the 
rest of Southern California. 

Researchers have discov- 
ered that they overlooked 
nearly 2 million tiny earth- 
quakes between 2008-17 — a 
revelation that came to light 
when they made an ambi- 
tious change in the way they 
study seismicity. 

UCSD, Caltech and its 
collaborators now take the 
prodigious amounts of data 
they get from the 500 seis- 
mometers that cover South- 
ern California and analyze it 
with sophisticated new soft- 
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Bricks and debris surround a building in Holly- 
wood after the 1994 Northridge earthquake, which 
killed more than 50 people and injured thousands. 


S.D. MOVES FORWARD WITH 
INCENTIVE PROGRAM FOR 
MIDDLE-INCOME HOUSING 


BY DAVID GARRICK 


San Diego officials are 
proposing a long-awaited in- 
centive program aimed at 
providing more housing for 
middle-income workers 
such as nurses, teachers and 
firefighters. 

The goal is spurring de- 
velopers to build housing for 
a group of residents that 
make too much to qualify for 
the subsidized housing de- 
velopers get incentives to 
build, but not enough to af- 
ford the high-end housing 
projects that developers 


prefer because of wider prof- 
it margins. 

Supporters say the in- 
centive could be a key to 
solving the local housing cri- 
sis, where many middle-in- 
come workers can’t afford 
the county’s roughly 
$600,000 median price for a 
home or the $1,600 average 
rent for a one-bedroom 
apartment. 

“In so many cases, house- 
holds who make $80,000 to 
$100,000, which is essentially 
the middle range, do not 
qualify for as- 


WEEKEND 


U-T INDEX 


COLD COMFORTS 


— “Penguins” is a feel-good story about an ordinary 
J bird finding love and starting a family. E1 


Comics c5 Editorial B6 Movies E4 Scores D6 
Crossword F3 Horoscope F3 Obituaries B5 Television E3 
Dear Abby F3 Letters B6 Stocks C3 Weather A11 


oq4°oonrTd 7 


SEE HOUSING « A10 
ANN 


